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From the Minister’s Desk 

Partners in God’s Mission of Love 

Reverend Sally Carter 

Well, when was the last time a sermon garnered 

headline news, Facebook chat, satire, joy, surprise and 

outrage? 

Certainly none of mine has rated such attention!  The ABC said ‘Bishop 

… upstages Meghan Markle’ and comments ‘There is always a worry 

that someone is going to upstage the bride at a wedding…… It’s a 

funny old wedding, however, in which the bride is upstaged by the 

clergy.’  It is indeed. 

Bishop Michael Curry opened with a pretty standard wedding text ‘Set 

me as a seal upon your heart’ from the Song of Solomon.  He went on 

to preach about love and the power of love.  His diversion into the 

importance of fire was a bit puzzling, but perhaps not quite so much 

given that the day after the wedding was the feast of Pentecost, a fiery 

day if ever there was one.  He concluded with words of Martin Luther 

King saying ‘we must discover love - the redemptive power of love.  

And when we do that, we will make of this old world, a new world’.  

Here was a bishop, preaching at a Christian wedding, preaching the 

gospel from a sermon written on an iPad.  My goodness. 

Public reaction has ranged from indignation to joy, from cheers to 

cynicism.  One of my colleagues commented: “it was a great Pentecost 

sermon with the congregation waking up and looking alarmed about 

what he might say next.”  I imagine this might have been how people 

felt about Jesus, or about the apostles’ preaching. Unexpected and not 

a little alarming. 

Of course, the media fascination has been with the reactions of the 

Royal Family and other wedding guests, how they coped with this 

unexpected departure from the formal dignity they were probably 

expecting. 
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What sparked this reflection, even before the Bishop preached his 

sermon, was this new quarterly newsletter.  I hope you are enjoying 

it…. or at the very least are curious about it.  Because it is undeniably 

different!    There are probably things you will delight in and probably 

things you will be missing.   A bit like the new tabloid format of the 

Dominion Post. 

That led me to think about the much broader question of how we 

respond to the unexpected, the unpredictable? Do we revel in it? Do we 

mourn what is missing from the old, and so miss what is challenging, 

exciting and possible about something new? Do we miss the wonder of 

seeing Venus cradled in the bow of a new moon while we sit in our 

routine watching of the 6 o’clock news? (I nearly did!) 

Yesterday I was due to travel to Wellington when my flight was 

cancelled and the next available flight was 4 hours later.  At first, I was 

frustrated, but it gave us time to go out for lunch, for me to get started 

on this article and even to join with the Stitch in Time people for a right 

royal afternoon tea.  So, the unexpected is not always bad or alarming!  

In the face of the unexpected events of Pentecost, people explained it 

away by wondering if the disciples were drunk.  But no.  It was a new 

fire of love that burned and burns in our hearts and, yes, has the power 

to change the world.  

BTW 13 mins and 40 seconds is really not that long for a sermon! 

All blessings, 

 

Sally 
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Editorial 

Rae Wildbore & Kerry Marshall  

Welcome to this first edition of our quarterly newsletter.  We hope you 

enjoy the various articles we’ve gathered for your reading.  The change 

to a quarterly publication comes about because we wanted to increase 

the variety of articles and make the newsletter something that can be 

shared.  Its publication will also coincide with our quarterly 

communion invitation. 

The newsletter contains a calendar of events for the next three months.  

Obviously new happenings may be arranged after the newsletter has 

gone to print so once a month we will be including a calendar in the 

bulletin and publishing a rolling three-month calendar on the parish 

website.  Copies will also be available in the church foyer. 

Closing dates for the calendars over the next two months are Monday, 

June 25 for the July update and Monday, July 23 for the August one.  

Please send details of your events to the office by these dates.  Of 

course, you’ll still be able to have notices in the weekly bulletin if you 

get them into the office by Thursday each week. 

The next quarterly newsletter will be published at the end of August 

with a closing date for news and articles of Monday 20 August. 

We hope you enjoy our new newsletter and look forward to your 

feedback and your contributions. 
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From the Bush Telegraph 

The Spirit in the Church - Pentecost 

20 May 2018 

Richard Dawson, Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 

At Pentecost, the Spirit of God comes in a manner that is both 

reassuring and completely alien; unless we understand this we will be 

doomed to look in the ‘wrong way’ for the Spirit moving amongst us 

today. 

For centuries Christians have read the accounts in Acts of the Spirit’s 

coming in Jerusalem, plus other towns in Israel and the Roman Empire, 

in a manner which has inured us to how strange these episodes are in 

the Church’s life…but they are. The spontaneous breaking into praise 

in languages unknown to the speaker but known to those listening; two 

jail breaks achieved with no human intervention, including the 

spontaneous release from chains and the mysterious unlocking of 

prison doors; prophetic utterances which reveal information that could 

not have been known by the speakers. There are healings and various 

other miracles which all trace activity of the Spirit which is, frankly, 

alien. And yet, the fruit is an acceleration of the growth of the Church 

and of faith throughout the Roman Empire. 

We are justified in looking for the Spirit to move again today and we 

should all be expectant that the Spirit is still moving through the 

Church to convince and convict those who do not know Christ’s love 

and grace. The Spirit is in no way finished with the Church or, frankly, 

with the world which God loves. But the Spirit has not changed and so 

the Spirit’s activity will not look like it once did. In other words, we can 

expect it to remain, in part at least, strange. 

I too have made the mistake of looking, on many occasions, for the 

Spirit to move in a familiar way. I was involved in the great move of 

the Spirit in this country in the ‘70s and ‘80s and it was amazing and 

gave great heart to the Church. It introduced many young people to 

both the grace and the sovereignty of God and it convinced us of the 

desire of God for intimacy because we experienced in many various 
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ways the closeness of God. But that was then and since then I have 

found many who are disappointed that God is not moving in the same 

way as God did then. And yet this is precisely what we should not 

expect. 

In any revelation of God, and this is precisely what occurred during the 

revivals of the ‘70s and ‘80s, both the likeness and the unlikeness of God 

will be exposed and we must be prepared for that. God is like us in 

some respects but, as the theologians are fond of saying, God is also 

“completely other”. We must take this into account when anticipating 

God working through the Spirit. 

Now although we thought we could recognise the likeness of God in 

the ‘70s because it seemed like the Acts experience in reality there were 

many things which happened then which were unlike anything in Acts. 

The rise of new and more modern music and the phenomenon of ‘Spirit 

-filled worship’ through this took things to a new level. The rise of 

people falling down under the power of the Spirit – something which 

had occurred in previous waves of revival - is not recorded in the New 

Testament. And there were many stranger things than this – things that 

many others in the Church could not accept were real - and I witnessed 

some of them. 

The question is, where is the Spirit of God today? What is the Spirit 

doing today? I do not believe that the Spirit has gone into hiding. I 

simply think the Spirit is working strangely in a manner we do not 

recognise to bring about the same things – a glorifying of Christ in the 

world…and I do mean the world. 

Perhaps the greatest misunderstanding about the Spirit’s role is that we 

imagine that it is confined to the Church. It is not. Yes, the gifts are 

given to the Church so that the Church might operate to reflect Christ 

but the key goal of the Spirit’s activity is to convict and convince the 

world of God’s love and this is where we probably need to start looking 

for the next move of the Spirit. I say this because I believe that wherever 

the Church sets out to address the world’s needs with any kind of real 
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intentionality, the Spirit will attend that activity. The Spirit is the Spirit 

of God’s mission first and foremost. 

So, may you know the moving of the Spirit in your Pentecost 

celebrations but more so, may you be led by the Spirit to bring the 

healing love of Christ to the world, for through this are we more likely 

to witness the strange but powerful moving of God amongst us again. 

 

Presbyterian Research Centre 

Jane Thomsen, Director 

The Archives has just received 61 boxes of photographs and records 

from Turakina Māori Girls' College, a Presbyterian boarding school for 

young Māori women, which opened in 1905 and closed in 2016. 

Previously we only held some early records describing the College’s 

initial establishment, so this is a welcome addition to our collections. 

As this collection documents recent as well as early 20th century 

history, some of the personal information regarding staff and students 

will be restricted and any enquiries about these restricted records will 

be dealt with on a case-by-case basis in line with Archives policy.  There 

will, however, be plenty of unrestricted material available to families 

and researchers – we have already unpacked three beautiful wall 

hangings. 

Over its 110 years of service many young Maori women have obtained 

a grounding that has enabled them to contribute to the Maori, and 

wider community of Aotearoa New Zealand, and we look forward to 

honouring that through care of this taonga. 

 

Assembly 2018 

The 2018 General Assembly will be held from 3-7 October at St 

Andrew's College in Christchurch. Assembly is a time for us to learn, 

grow and celebrate our Church’s life and mission. 
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Presbyterian Women Aotearoa NZ 

PWANZ Executive are bringing a series of regional 

gatherings to you over 2018, supported by CWM 

with a “building capacity” grant.  Dr Deborah 

Bower will be at all the gatherings so we can all hear one of our 

Presbyterian women treasures.  She holds a Doctorate in Theology from 

Otago University, is a Church Leadership Support Advisor at Southern 

Presbytery & Presbyterian Synod of Otago and Southland. Deborah has 

worked across all streams of Christian expression, and with various 

groups.  Her area of expertise is in encouraging and equipping people 

to regain, or develop, spiritual and emotional insight. She is Convenor 

of the Leadership Sub Committee of PCANZ, and she sits on several 

national committees for the PCANZ. Deborah is the founder and 

Director of SoulScape, which has PCANZ Presbytery recognition.  

 

A new generation of Presbyterian Women 

You are invited to meet with the folk of PWANZ at the well for 

nourishment, engagement, inspiration and connection on Saturday 

14th July at St Andrew’s Hastings.  Presentations from Dr Deborah 

Bower and Caren Rangi - Chartered Accountant Fellow (FCA), Trustee 

for the Te Matau a Maui Voyaging Trust and Eastern and Central 

Community Trust, Director Cook Islands Investment Corporation, 

Board Member Charities Registration Board and Council Member 

Creative New Zealand. 
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Invisible Victims of Crime 

In 2012, Pillars hosted the first nationwide annual Children of 

Prisoner’s Week campaign and the theme was “Not my Crime, Still my 

Sentence.”  This sums up what it can be like for children of prisoners 

who are punished by society for a crime they did not commit.  Pillars 

large scale research study into the children and families of prisoners in 

New Zealand revealed that children of prisoners are usually far worse 

off as a result of parental imprisonment.  Typical challenges for children 

of prisoners include having to move house, change school, live with 

somebody else, struggle with friendships, experience effects of post-

traumatic stress disorder following often sudden separation from their 

imprisoned parent, living in poverty, have challenges staying in school 

and a general lack of access to a range of health services they need to 

be well.  Social isolation and deprivation as a result of parental 

imprisonment can lead to pathways of criminal offending.  Children of 

prisoners are over nine times more likely to go to prison as adults than 

other kiwi kids.  Pillars is the New Zealand expert in addressing the 

crisis occurs through incarceration of a parent.  We provide advice and 

support via our helpline, training and best practice guides for people in 

our community who make decisions about their outcomes.  We have 

information and resources for families in every prison in New Zealand. 

St Paul’s Bring and Buy 

Many thanks for all those who helped with the Bring and Buy last 

Sunday. $328.90 was raised towards the PWANZ Project, the NZ 

portion of which goes to PILLARS, which is the same charity that the 

NZ Government chose for their gift for Harry and Meghan. 
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Pentecost at St Paul’s 

Rev Sally Carter 

At St Paul's we celebrated Pentecost with a service 

called 'The Spirit Poured Out'. 

The florists excelled themselves, a banner of rich 

reds and oranges enlivened the sanctuary, the choir 

created the perfect atmosphere with their introit 

'From the waiting comes the Sign'.   

Many members of the congregation came dressed in 

red, adding to the warmth and fire of the day.  

Readers lit candles, and brought forward flames of the Spirit, 

reminding us that the Spirit is alive in St Paul's, in our community and 

in the world.   

The word came to us in many ways, through reading of Scripture and 

a dramatic presentation of the story of Pentecost. 

We offered prayers on flames of red, orange and yellow on a bright 

yellow sweep of fabric. 

Thank you so much to everyone for your generous participation in 

our worship. 
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St Paul’s Property:  73 Morris Spence 

Rae Wildbore, Session Clerk 

The Board of Managers and Session, having 

discussed the matter, are recommending to the 

Congregation that the Parish undertake the 

process to sell the property at 73 Morris Spence 

Avenue.  The property, which was the St Stephen’s Manse, has been 

rented out since the Minister bought a property some years ago.  The 

departure of the most recent tenants in March means there is an 

opportunity to again consider two options for the property:  to sell the 

property or to continue to own it and rent it out.  Information relevant 

to the question ‘should the Parish sell this property?’ is available in the 

church foyer or from the parish office.  Session will be giving notice of 

a congregational meeting to consider this matter. 

 

 

Landscaping of Church Grounds – Update 

Bryan Rudd, for and on behalf of the Landscaping Committee 

Over the past few weeks the Landscaping Project Group has been 

meeting to evaluate concepts submitted by two interested parties and 

has selected the preferred landscaper and concept. 

We are now at a stage whereby the preferred landscaper is revising the 

concepts to incorporate requirements and ideas after discussion with 

the group.  The plan and costings, once finalised, will be presented to 

Session and Board of Managers seeking approval to proceed with the 

project.  There will be an opportunity for the congregation to review 

the plans and it is likely that there will be a congregational meeting to 

get approval for the expenditure. 

Once work begins it is estimated that it will take approximately 6 weeks 

to complete the project. 
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Leave a lasting legacy 

Eleanor Holmes 

A women's group I belong to was asked to use as a motto for the past 

year " Leave a lasting legacy."  When reading this it made me remember 

the everyday things that my parents did for our family and the 

community.  One of the small things that still stands out is that my 

Mother walked to the local fruit and vegetable shop each day to buy 

but always to talk with the recently arrived non-English speaking, 

Chinese bride.  Another was asked of her by the local doctor, to form a 

sewing group and include a German woman, a seamstress, who had an 

imaginary illness.  The Methodist hall became home to a most 

productive sewing group and a contented new citizen quickly learning 

English. 

Recently the Statistics Department asked the group to fill out our 

voluntary hours of work.  The headings we were given were: 

• Rights of Children:  Rights and access to education, equal 

opportunity, protection from Family Violence 

• Family:  Support for families -shelter, food, support with fees 

• Status of Women:  Enabling women to participate without prejudice 

• Ageing:  Ensuing quality in old age 

• Narcotic Drugs:  Knowledge of drug use and ramifications 

• Happier futures:  Projects and work which gives children, 

individuals, families, communities and environments opportunities 

for improvement and quality of life. 

At St. Paul's we too have people who do hours of voluntary work to aid 

the whole community and outreach under each of the headings.  Thank 

you. 
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Environmentally Speaking 

Isabel Morgan 

The increasing acidity of our oceans, and the increase in ocean water 

temperatures are matters for great concern for all the worlds 

inhabitants.  The increase in temperature is a direct result of climate 

change.  The Great Barrier Reef, regarded as a great wonder of the 

present age, is dying because the creatures that make it and inhabit it 

are dying mainly through higher ocean temperatures.  Add to the 

increasing acidity of the oceans, and we can understand why the 

Great Barrier Reef is in danger. 

And the fish?  Well, if I were a fish, swimming, spawning, living in 

cold water, I would not be happy to feel the increasing warmth. 

Many coastal dwelling people are finding their livelihood threatened. 

Most were already on the ‘breadline’.  Add to their woes, large foreign 

fishing vessels are encroaching into their space and we can 

understand their plight.  This last point is of no little concern for our 

own EEZ. 

So what of the future?  Twenty years ago, or more, we were warned 

that GG emissions needed to be curtailed so that they would not reach 

400ppm.  They are now that, and still rising, though more slowly. 

Some consolation! 

 

Eco Bags in Havelock North 

St Columba’s Church Newsletter 

The St Columba’s Environmental Group had a focus on water and of 

course the problem of plastic in our oceans is a concern. We now make 

eco bags, basically a small netting bag with a drawstring tie to take with 

you for vegetable purchases saving the use of those flimsy one-time use 

plastic bags at the vegetable section 
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Regular Events 

• Sunday Services:  9:15am and 10:30am services each Sunday and 

7pm evening service on the first Sunday of the month (NB: 9:15am 

service not held on statutory holidays) 

• Bible study groups 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 10.45am and 2nd and 4th 

Wednesdays at 7.30pm 

• Fireside group meet on the 2nd Tuesday each month February to 

November – 7.30pm in the lounge 

• Cards 500 1st, 3rd and 4th Wednesdays in church lounge 1.30pm 

• Lunch group meets monthly for food and fellowship at various 

venues around the city or in members’ homes 

• Choir meet each Sunday 9.30am in the church and on the 4th Friday 

of each month 

• Jitterbugs Pre-school Music and Movement each Tuesday from 9am 

Upcoming Events 

 June 

Sun 10 
10:30am Communion, baptism and celebration of membership 

followed by lunch together 

Mon 11 Stitch in Time @1:30pm in the church lounge 

Sun 17 Taizé worship @ 7pm 

Mon 25 Stitch in Time @1:30pm in the church lounge 

 July 

Sun 1 
Pulpit swap 

Inner City Covenant Lunch @ RSA 

Mon 9 Stitch in Time @1:30pm in the church lounge 

Sun 15 Taizé worship @ 7pm 

Sun 29 Breakfast before church @ 9:15am 

 August 

Sun 5 10:30am Napier Girls’ High School visit church 

Mon 6 Stitch in Time @1:30pm in the church lounge 

Sun 19 Taizé worship @ 7pm 

Mon 20 Stitch in Time @1:30pm in the church lounge 
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Contact Us: 

Phone: 06 835 5359 

email: stpaulsnapier@gmail.com 

Street Address: 89 Tennyson Street, Napier 

Postal Address: P O Box 310, Napier, 4140 

Website: www.stpaulsnapier.org.nz 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter was delivered by  

 

........................................................................ 

 

Phone .......................................... 

 

Please feel free to phone me with any questions or if you would like a 

visit. 

mailto:stpaulsnapier@gmail.com

