Mark 4: 26-34
The Parable of the Growing Seed

Jesus went on to say, “The Kingdom of God is like this. A man
scatters seed in his field. He sleeps at night, is up and about during
the day, and all the while the seeds are sprouting and growing. Yet
he does not know how it happens. The soil itself makes the plants
grow and bear fruit; first the tender stalk appears, then the ear,
and finally the ear full of corn. When the corn is ripe, the man
starts cutting it with his sickle, because harvest time has come.

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

“What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like?” asked Jesus.

“What parable shall we use to explain it? Itis like this. A man takes
a mustard seed, the smallest seed in the world, and plants it in the
ground. After a while it grows up and becomes the biggest of all
plants. It puts out such large branches that the birds come and
make their nests in its shade.”

Jesus preached his message to the people, using many other
parables like these; he told them as much as they could
understand. He would not speak to them without using parables,
but when he was alone with his disciples, he would explain
everything to them.



2 Corinthians 4:5- 11, 16-18

For it is not ourselves that we preach; we preach Jesus Christ as
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. The God who
said, “Out of darkness the light shall shine!” is the same God who
made his light shine in our hearts, to bring us the knowledge of

God's glory shining in the face of Christ.

Yet we who have this spiritual treasure are like common clay pots,
in order to show that the supreme power belongs to God, not to
us. We are often troubled, but not crushed; sometimes in doubt,
but never in despair; there are many enemies, but we are never
without a friend; and though badly hurt at times, we are not
destroyed. At all times we carry in our mortal bodies the death of
Jesus, so that his life also may be seen in our bodies. Throughout
our lives we are always in danger of death for Jesus' sake, in order
that his life may be seen in this mortal body of ours.

For this reason we never become discouraged. Even though our
physical being is gradually decaying, yet our spiritual being is
renewed day after day. And this small and temporary trouble we
suffer will bring us a tremendous and eternal glory, much greater
than the trouble. For we fix our attention, not on things that are
seen, but on things that are unseen. What can be seen lasts only
for a time, but what cannot be seen lasts forever.



